<. St. Mary Immaculate Parish

Established in 1857

10295 Yonge Street, Richmond Hill, Ontario L4C 3B9

Tel: (905) 884-1784

Fax: (905) 884-1883

E-mail: smirh@bellnet.ca www.smirh.com
Office Hours: Monday - Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Pastor: Rev. Fr. Robert Reddy

Associate Pastor: Rev. Fr. Steven Szakaczki
Associate Pastor: Rev. Fr. Krzysztof Stabrawa

In Residence: Rev. Fr. Jim Adams
Deacon: Rev. Mr. Wayne McCulloch
Pastoral Worker: Michelle Gregory
Accountant: Patricia Heming
Secretary: Ida Foch

Pastoral Care Giver: Louis Pomeroy

Knights of Columbus: Alan Cook & Peter Binelli

Catholic Women's League: Maura Moore
Legion of Mary: Roland Leandrosz
Youth Group: Boots Montano, Jackie Puri

Youth Group President, Lauren Chee-Hing 905-770-6764
St. Vincent De Paul: Theresa Riccardi 905-717-9827

Marriage Encounter: 905-470-9590
RCIA: Flavia Silano & Murielle Poirier
Sunday School: Margaret Gerritse

Atrium: Anita Markle, Lily McCullough, Marie Lehman

Lector: Peggy Paterson

Usher: Tim Paterson

Homebound: Mary Barry

Nursing Home: Peggy Paterson
Children's Liturgy: Amanda ladipaolo

Parish Volunteer Screening: Antoinette Stirling

Italian Prayer Group Every Wed 8:00 p.m.:
Adele Cremonese & Rosa Marsella

Italian Pastoral Care Giver: Antonia Ciuffetta

Italian Committee: Antonietta Miniaci

Sunday Masses:

Saturday 5:00 pm

Sunday  8:00 am
9:30 am (Italian)

11:00 am

12:30 pm

4:30 pm

Lauds: Monday to Friday: 7:30 am

Weekday Masses:

Monday to Friday: 8:00 am
Friday: 7:00 pm

Saturday: 9:00 am

Wednesday Italian Mass: 7:00 pm

Confession:

Saturday: 4:00 to 5:00 pm

Sunday:  4:00 to 4:30 pm

15 minutes before each Sunday Mass.
Weekdays: Appointment with the priest

Baptism:
2nd, 3rd, & 4th Sunday at 2:00 pm

Marriage:
Contact the priest one year in advance

Holy Hour: Every Friday Evening from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm

First Friday Exposition & Adoration: All Day from 8:30 am to 7:00 pm
Devotion to Our Mother of Perpetual Help: Saturday morning at 9:00 am
Two Hearts Rosary Prayer Group: Every Wed. 5:30 - 6:30 pm
Charismatic Prayer Group: Every Friday at 7:30 pm

Italian Prayer Group: Every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.

St. Anne 905-883-0311
St. Mary Immaculate 905-884-5381
Corpus Christi 905-770-8713

St. Charles Garnier
Fr. Henri Nouwen
St. Theresa of Lisieux High School 905-787-1407

905-884-0223
905-884-8086

For more information please visit our website www.smirh.com
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST

St. John the Baptist is the Lord's immediate
precursor or forerunner, sent to prepare His way.
"Prophet of the Most High", John surpasses all the
prophets, of whom he is the last. He inaugurates
the Gospel, already from his mother's womb
welcomes the coming of Christ, and rejoices in
being "the friend of the bridegroom”, whom he
points out as "the Lamb of God, who takes away the
sin of the world". Going before Jesus "in the spirit
and power of Elijah", John bears witness to Christ in
his preaching, by his Baptism of conversion, and
through his martyrdom.

John the Baptist is "more than a prophet." In
him, the Holy Spirit concludes His speaking through
the prophets. John completes the cycle of prophets
begun by Elijah. He proclaims the imminence of the
consolation of Israel; he is the "voice" of the
Consoler who is coming. As the Spirit of truth will
also do, John "came to bear witness to the light.” In
John's sight, the Spirit thus brings to completion the
careful search of the prophets and fulfills the longing
of the angels. "He on whom you see the Spirit
descend and remain, this is He who baptizes with
the Holy Spirit. And | have seen and have borne
witness that this is the Son of God.... Behold, the
Lamb of God."

Finally, with John the Baptist, the Holy Spirit
begins the restoration to man of "the divine
likeness," prefiguring what he would achieve with
and in Christ. John's baptism was for repentance;
baptism in water and the Spirit will be a new birth.
Catechism of the Catholic Church #719-720

THE SACRED LITURGY THIS WEEK

Monday, December 7" St. Ambrose, Bishop,
Doctor, St. Ambrose was born at Trier about the
year 340. In 374, while living in Milan, he was
elected bishop of the cit%/ by popular acclaim and
ordained on December 7". He devotedly carried out
his duties and was an effective pastor and teacher.
He died in 397.

Tuesday, December 8", Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. This Solemnity celebrates the sinlessness
and purity of the Blessed Virgin Mary. “O Mary
conceived without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee.” We will have Exposition of
the Most Blessed Sacrament at 6:00 p.m.,
Rosary at 6:30 p.m., Benediction at 6:45 p.m.
followed by a procession with the statue of Our
Lady. Holy Mass is at 7:00 p.m. Communal
consecration to Our Lady will take place during
Holy Mass right after Holy Communion.

Saturday, December 12", Feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe. On Dec. 9 1531, the Blessed Virgin
Mary appeared to an Indian convert, Juan Diego,
and left with him a picture of herself impressed upon
his cloak. Devotion to Mary under this title has
continually increased and today, she is the
Patroness of the Americas.

ADVENT

Advent has a twofold character. As a season to
prepare us for Christmas when Christ’s first coming
to us is remembered: as a season when that
remembrance directs the mind and heart to await
Christ's Second Coming at the end of time.
Advent is thus a period of devout and joyful
expectation.

From December 17" on, there is a notable shift
in emphasis as the events immediately preceding
the Lord’s birth are present in the gospel readings
while the first readings proclaim the most important
Messianic prophecies.

During Advent, each Sunday’s gospel has a
specific theme. The Old Testament readings,
especially those taken from Isaiah, are prophecies
about the Messiah and messianic times. The
selections from the writings of the apostles present
exhortations and instructions on different themes
of this season.

‘VOCATION SEEDS’ Could God be calling you to
be a priest, deacon, brother or sister in order to
help our world of today to truly “prepare the way of
the Lord"? If you feel God is calling you to a Church
vocation, please call Fr. Hansoo at 416-968-0997 or
email vocations@vocations.ca.

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE OF MASSES
Christmas Eve, Thursday, Dec. 24

6:00 p.m., 8:00 p.m., 10:00 p.m. (Italian), Midnight
Christmas Day, Friday, Dec. 25

8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m. (Italian), 11:00 a.m., 12:30
p.m. Please note that there is NO 4:30 p.m. Mass.
Feast of the Holy Family, Dec. 27

5:00 p.m. (Saturday, Dec. 26), 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m.
(Italian), 11:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 4:30 p.m.
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. Fri., Jan. 1,
5:00 p.m. (Wed, Dec. 31), 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m.
(Italian), 11:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m. Please note that
there is NO 4:30 p.m. Mass this day. Please note
that January 1% is a HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION.

ADVENT CONFESSION TIMES

Friday, Dec. 18 — 6-9 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 19 — 3-6 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 20 — 3-6 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 21 — 9 a.m. -12 noon

e Tuesday, Dec. 22 — 6-9 p.m.

Please note that confession is also available 15
minutes before each Sunday Mass.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION REGISTRATION for Gr.
2 children in Catholic schools outside our church
boundary. Classes start Dec. 14". Please call the
parish office to register your child for classes.

CHRIST IS CHRISTMAS Christmas buttons will be
given out by the Knights of Columbus after all the
Masses this weekend and the next in exchange for
donations for the Martyrs Shrine and the Wheelchair
Foundation.




DECEMBER 6, 2009

2010 CHURCH SUPPORT ENVELOPES As
announced last week, envelopes are ready to be
picked up in the Church hall. Envelopes are
organized alphabetically. For the parishioners who
put their donations in previous year’'s envelopes,
plain envelope and/or use loose cheques week after
week, please help us record your donation in our
accounting system by getting a box of envelopes
which will be your envelope number to use. If your
box is not there, or if you are new to the parish and
wish to use envelopes, please sign the sheet located
near the envelopes and a box will be prepared for
you the following week. Please do not use your 2010
envelopes until 2010. Church support is a precept
of the Church undertaken with gratitude to God
for His countless blessings.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY is planning for
Christmas and hoping to make this a very special
time for our neighbours in need. If you would like to
sponsor a family, please contact us at 905-717-9827
or svdp.smi@gmail.com.

RIGHT TO LIFE CHRISTMAS CARDS AND CAKES
will be on sale after all Masses this weekend & next.

LEGION OF MARY meeting has been changed to
Tuesdays at 4:30 p.m.

SMI_YOUTH GROUP will be selling delicious
Christmas goodies, religious gifts and Catholic
calendars after all the Masses on Dec. 12/13" in
support of their 2011 WYD pilgrimage to Madrid,
Spain. Please help us achieve our goal by
supporting your parish youth group.

HANDEL’S MESSIAH on Sunday, December 13" at
the Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing Arts.
For tickets, please call 905-787-8811.

PRAYER FOR POPE BENEDICT XVI

Lord Jesus, shelter our Holy Father, Pope
Benedict XVI, under the protection of Your Sacred
Heart. Be his light, his strength, and his
consolation.

O God, the Pastor and Ruler of all the faithful,
look down, in Your mercy, upon Your servant
Pope Benedict XVI, whom You have appointed to
preside over Your Church; and grant, we beseech
You, that both by word and example, he may
edify all those under his charge; so that with the
flock entrusted to him, he may arrive at length
unto life everlasting. We ask this through Christ
Our Lord. Amen.

REMEMBER OUR DEAD
Vincenzo Romeo

Many seek to love God by different methods, but

there is none so short and easy as to do everything

for His love, to set this seal on our all actions.
-Blessed Katherine Drexel

6 dicembre 2009 - 2% di Avvento

“QOgni montagna e ogni colle sara abbassato. Non
shaglierai se vedrai in queste montagne e colline
abbattute le potenze nemiche che si levano contro gli
uomini. E tutte le cose tortuose diverranno diritte.
Ognuno di noi era tortuoso - se non lo e forse anche
oggi - e, per la venuta di Cristo che si € compiuta
anche nella nostra anima, tutto cio che era tortuoso €
diventato diritto. A che ti serve, infatti, che Cristo sia
venuto un tempo nella carne, se non & venuto anche
nella tua anima? Preghiamo dunque perché ogni giorno
il suo avvento si compia in noi, onde possiamo dire:
Vivo, ma non piu io, & Cristo che vive in me (Gal 2,20).
E niente un tempo era piu aspro di te. Ma ¢ venuto il
mio Signore Gesu, ha spianato le tue asperita, ha
mutato in strade diritte tutto il tuo disordine, perché in
te sorgesse una strada senza inciampi, un cammino
dolce e puro, lungo il quale in te Dio Padre potesse
procedere, e Cristo Signore in te potesse fissare la sua
dimora e dire: lo e il Padre mio verremo e porremo in
lui la nostra dimora (Gv 14,23) (Origene, Commento
al vangelo di Luca).”

“La Parola di Dio ¢ la forza liberante. Il Cristo, Verbo
del Padre, & il grande liberatore e condottiero.
Giovanni lo precede per preparare la partenza. Per
questo la Parola di Dio “avviene” per lui. La fede ¢
questa: quando la Parola di Dio diventa avvenimento in
te e per te, quando “riconosci” il Signore riconoscendo
te stesso in colui che, nella Parola, viene liberato e
salvato. Quando la Parola di Dio parla a te di te e di
Colui che ti ama e ti salva, questa e la fede. Paolo
gioiosamente prega per la “comunione nel Vangelo” dei
suoi fratelli di Filippi, non perché “fanno I’apostolato”,
ma perché la Parola di Dio ¢ diventata evento in loro ed
essi hanno intrapreso il grande viaggio. Tale viaggio,
dice I’Apostolo, & opera di Dio che Lui stesso ha
iniziato e portera a termine in noi; la carita, dice ancora
Paolo, &, nella sua crescita in noi, la fisionomia di
questo viaggio e la sua pienezza (don Giovanni
Nicolini, Commento liturgia domenicale).”

AVVISI

1. 8 dicembre, festa della nostra Patrona, I’Immacolata;
vi si ricorda che celebreremo la festa con S. Messa alle
7pm seguita da un rinfresco nella sala parrocchiale.

2. Domenica, 13 dicembre, 1pm: pranzo presso il
Premier Place Banquet Hall (Rutherford/Keele) in
favore del “Tanzania Children with HIV Village of
Hope.” Quest’opera é carissima a don Andrea, che vi
invita tutti a partecipare; per biglietti, chiamate
Antonietta (905-737-3210).



MASS INTENTIONS Dec. 6-12
SUN. 9:30 a.m. +Carlo Carusi
+Cosentino & Fiorina Esposito
+Bruno sposato
+Giuseppe & Don Amato
Giancola
+Sabatino DiGiulio
+Rosa & Naccarato Family
+Deceased Members of the
Stante & Ulacco Families
+Rafaele & Maria Tomasone
+Pacitto & diCarlo Family
+Vincenzo & Giovanna Di
Carlo
MON. 8:00 a.m. +Davis Ahlowalia
TUE. 8:00 a.m. +Barbara Ercul
WED. 8:00 a.m. +David Paul Scanlon
7:00 p.m. +Deceased Members of
DiNardo Family
+Rino Carraro
+Deceased Members of
DiPietrantonio Family
+Alberto Romano
+Olga Campos
Special Intention of Adele
Cremonese
Holy Souls in Purgatory
THURS. 8:00 a.m. +Milan Ercul
FRI. 8:00 a.m. +Milan Grm
7:00 p.m. +Augustilia Pinto
+Nicola Quercia
+John Mazur
+Vito Spinosa
Holy Souls in Purgatory
In reparation to the Sacred
Heart
SAT. 9:00 a.m. In reparation to the
Immaculate Heart
+Alfons Wize
+John Corbett
+Patrick & Marie Densmore
+Dino Carassoulis
+Barbara Morra-Keogh
+Elsa Baldassarra
+Members of the Paxton
Family
Holy Souls in Purgatory
Intentions of our Holy Father
REMEMBER OUR SICK
Daniella Ballan, Henry Bisnath, Zalina Bisnath, Stephanie
Byrne, David Canivet, Peter & June Christoff, Manuela
Clement, Antonio Cosentino, Aldo Dell’erba, Steven
Fiorini, Roberto Garcias, Godfrey Gosein, Gertiudes
Henriques, Theresa Hogan, Giselle Imbrogno, Margaret
Kelly, loannis Kourkoulakos, John LeClaire, Irma
Leskowsky, Macaria Margate, Chris Markle, Anthony
Morse, Susan, Myola Nunes, Paul Melotte, Michael &
Michelle Osborne, Esmy, Domenico Pileggi, Harry
Rhynhold, Lana Ricci, Todd Santaguida, Pat Sexton,
Linda Vincent, Therese Vincent, Sandra Weinholdt, Terry
Whealan, Ted Zygmunt.

ST. THERESA OF LISIEUX CATHOLIC SCHOOL All
Grade 8 parents are invited to attend an Info Evening
on Monday, Dec. 7" from 7-9 p.m. in the School
Cafeteria.
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OCC

Olga Crimi, B.A.

Paralegal
(905) 508-7256
claims management 13579 Yonge St. Ste. 203 WSIB and CPP

occclaimsmanagement@sympatico.ca

rF

Lxa

Disability Claims

We're close...

We're just across Dunlop
Facing the Parish

and Diabetic Supplies

O
OWER
DA O RO 00 P
8199 yonge street, thornhill
(905) 731-6161 www.terrarestaurant.ca

Specializing in Herbal Products

Open Mon-Fri 9-8; Sat 9-5; Sun 11-4'_ ’
10271 Yonge St. (905) 737-2024

MONA LISA
FLORISTS

9625 Yonge St., Richmond Hill
(905) 737-0511

Bernadette Robertson
LCST, Reg. CASLPO, S-LP (C)

SPEECH - LANGUAGE
PATHOLOGIST

(905) 884-4740

FARO TRAVEL

AGENCY
HONEYMOONS* CRUISES* TOURS® AIR FARE
SiParla ltaliano g
Specializzata in Pellegrinaggi 4 g T g
Tom Marsala - Manager
Teresa Ciraco - Accountant Notary
10520 Yonge St. (905) 770-1966
RICHMOND HEIGHTS SHOPPING CENTRE

Abruzzo Pizza
www.abruzzopizza.com
Delivery ® Take-out & Dining
9010 Yonge St. (905) 881-8222

Grazie per il
vostro Sostegno.

E Canada Trust

Idalia Adamo, Manager

Residential Mortgages

Tel: 905-508-4283 Cell: 416-529-5927
Idalia. adamo@td com

Richmond Hill

m Multi Pasta
e & Catering

MAKES THE BEST IN HOMEMADE, PREMIUM
QUALITY, ITALIAN STYLE FRESH PASTA

14 Oxford st. #8 (905) 884-9629

1l

_I_] |l CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
Archdiocese of Toronto
Holy Cross, Thornhill
(905) 889-7467
Mausoleum, Cremation, Monument Lots and Shrine Sections
www.catholic-cemeteries.com

LAZIAL MARBLE & CERAMIC
Importers of Italian Ceramic
Custom Marble Work
— Visit our Showroom —
8111 Jane St., #4 905-660-0042

Since 1973

ELL
PLUMBING SUPPLY LTD.

Visit our Showroom
460 Elgin Mills Rd. E. (905) 883-1616

Chartwell

600 Valley Vista Dr.

Vaughan, ON

VALLEY VISTA

905-417-8900

VINNIE
RENOVATIONS PLUS

Emergency & General Repair‘s
Plumbing, Electrical, Ceramic Tile
Complete Basement Finishing
Kitchens, Bathrooms, Decks

Vince 905-737-6627

Home Decor

i‘ Window & Door

Centre Inc.
' —: | 219 Connie Cres., Concord|
ne (905) 760-8350

@Bﬁlli beanty cenfre (Since 1963)

HAIR ¢ SKIN ¢ NAILS
Styling ¢ Cutting
Colours ¢ Foils
HiLites ® Perms
Facials ® Waxing

Norman Hill
Realty Inc.

b

_Franca
Gilammarino

Needle-less Electrolysis
Bridal Party Specialists

905-508-9400 L — |
10520 Yonge St., Richmond Heights Plaza

Sales Representative
"Complete Real
Estate Service"

905-887-5678






