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Visit our website for Discounts & Specials

FoxesDenBar.com

1075 Bay St.   416-961-1975

SUNDAY MASSES
   5:00 pm (Sat); 9:00 am; 10:30 am;
 12:00 pm; 4:30 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
 Mon-Fri: 7:30 am; 12:10 pm; 5:10 pm

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS & FUNERALS
 Please see the parish website or call the
 main office for details. Weddings require
 a one year notice.

St. Basil's Parish was founded in 1856 and is the third 
oldest parish in the city of Toronto after St. Paul's Basilica 
(1822) and St. Michael's Cathedral (1845).

We are the collegiate church of the University of St. 
Michael's College at the University of Toronto, as well as 
being the parish church to our parishioners who come to 
worship here from all over the city.

Since October 2007, we have been the home of the National 
Televised Daily Mass, reaching people in their homes all 
over Canada. The Daily Mass is broadcast six day a week 
on Vision TV, the Crossroads, Television Network and Salt 
and Light TV.

PARISH STAFF
Pastor: Fr. Chris Valka, CSB
Director of Music: John Paul (J.P.) Farahat
Assistant Organist: Rashaan Allwood
Office Manager: Mary Hopper
Community Coordinator: Leanna Cappiello
Sacramental Coordinator: Emily VanBerkum

ADMINISTERED BY THE BASILIAN FATHERS
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SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
     124 - 4 ENCOUNTERING “THE DIMENSIONS OF GOD” 

John Dalla Costa 
 
Mountains in scripture are not for scenic tourism. 
The toil of climb is for separation and preparation, 
to shed by the striving and struggle of ascent those 
habits that keep us stuck in the comfortable, and 
numb to God.  
 
Climbing is prayer. As we learn from Abraham and 
Moses, that exertion in obedience and purification 
ultimately triggers a receptivity for the light and love 
of God to pour with transformative fury into our 
lives.     
 
This happened to Peter, James and John. As the 
theologian Andreas Andreopolis explains, the 
Transfiguration did not change Jesus. The miracle 
on Mount Tabor was in the “perceptive capability” 
granted to the disciples to see Jesus only as he 
truly is - as the Incarnated Son of God.   
 
We should probably kneel pondering this glimpse of 
the Trinity. The resplendent glory of the Father, which 
shines so brilliantly through the Son, is apprehensible 
to the cowering disciples only by the amazing gifts of 
the Holy Spirit. Fear is a good response to this 
theophany of love. But so is glee, because we have 
been baptized into this Trinity, and actively participate 
in Transfiguration with every Eucharist. 
 
Lent is a process for reawakening reverence, using 
repentance and prayer to hone the “perceptive 
capability” to see God in all things. Our challenge 
this Lent is to experience this transfiguration 
materially as well as spiritually, in ways that 
transform perceptions about our precious planet, 
and all the life it sustains. 
 
We have some great mentors for this task. One is 
St. Bonaventure, the medieval mystic and 
theologian who taught that the soul’s journey 
includes encountering God in the beauty, diversity, 
interdependence, order, and dynamism forever 
unfolding in nature. Another is the Jesuit 
palaeontologist Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, who 
discerned the pattern of transfiguring holiness in the 
very rocks and geological record of evolution. 
“Blessed be you,” wrote de Chardin, “universal matter, 
immeasurable time, boundless ether, triple abyss of 
stars and atoms and generations: you who by 
overflowing and dissolving our narrow standards or 
measurement reveal to us the dimensions of God.” 

 Today’s Readings: Genesis 22:1-2, 9-13, 15-18; 
Romans 8:31b-35, 37; Mark 9:2-10 

 
Dear Jesus, 
 
Help me to spread Your fragrance everywhere I go. 
Flood my soul with Your spirit and life. 
Penetrate and possess my whole being so utterly  
that all my life may only be a radiance of Yours. 
Shine through me and be so in me  
that every soul I come in contact with may feel  
Your presence in my soul. 
Let them look up and see no longer me  
but only Jesus! 
Stay with me and then I shall begin to shine  
as You shine,  
so to shine as to be a light to others; 
the light, O Jesus, will be all from You; 
none of it will be mine:  
it will be You shining on others through me.  
Let me thus praise You in the way You love best:  
by shining on those around me. 
Let me preach You without preaching,  
not by words, but by my example,  
by the catching force,  
the sympathetic influence of what I do,  
the evident fullness of the love my heart bears for You. 
AMEN.                                     – Cardinal Newman 

 
QUOTABLE POPE FRANCIS 
There is no sin that God cannot pardon.  All we need to 
do is ask for forgiveness. 

 
 

MUSIC CORNER: OUR NEW MASS SETTING 
 

Who was Victor Togni? You’ll notice this name at the 
top of the new Mass setting in the CBWIII hymnal in 
your pew. Togni was born in 1935 in Tanganyika (East 
Africa, now Tanzania). A gifted organist and 
improviser, he was posted here at St. Basil’s from 1960 
- 1962, and from 1963 - 1965 at St. Michael’s 
Cathedral. He passed away tragically at the age of 30 
when he was travelling by car from Toronto to 
Montreal to record an organ recital. His work lives on, 
however, in A Parish Mass, as well as a set of organ 
pieces titled Five Liturgical Inventions and a choral 
work, Alleluia! 

MARCH 1, 2015 
     

LENT AT ST. BASIL’S PARISH 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
Every Friday after the 5:10 p.m. Mass 
Each week will feature a different meditation from our 
Tradition.  
 
ADORATION 
Every Thursday after the 12:10 p.m. Mass. 
 
DAY OF RECONCILIATION 
March 4 from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. (excluding Mass 
hours).  Sponsored by the Archdiocese of Toronto at all 
parishes. 
 
ECO-THEOLOGY PRESENTATION 
March 4 at 7:00 p.m. 
Dr. Dennis O’Hara will present an introduction and help us 
understand theological responses to the ecological crisis and 
will comment on Pope Francis’ emphasis on 
environmentalism as it relates to care for the Earth and for 
one another. 
 
ST. MICHAEL’S SCHOLA CANTORUM CONCERT 
March 16 at 7:30 p.m. 
A choir and orchestra concert reflecting on the liturgical 
season of Lent.  Music will include works by Handel and 
Allegri.  Admission is free; donations are welcome to the 
USMC. 
 
EARTH HOUR PRAYER SERVICE 
March 28 at 8:30 p.m. 
Join us for a special evening dedicated to the care of God’s 
creation. 
 
TENEBRAE & RECONCILIATION 
April 1 at 7:00 p.m. 
Latin for shadows or darkness, the ancient service of 
Tenebrae anticipates the resurrection of Christ on Easter 
Sunday.  This evening features a condensed version of the 
service, with prayers, readings, and choral music responses 
to usher in the beginning of the Triduum. 

 
 
 

Statement from Cardinal Collins & Resources re: 
2015 Health & Physical Education Curriculum 
On February 23, 2015, the Government of Ontario 
released its revised Health & Physical Education 
Curriculum. Visit www.archtoronto.org to view a 
statement from Cardinal Collins in addition to a 
resource answering questions regarding 
implementation from a Catholic school perspective 

SUNDAY’S OFFERTORY 
Sunday, February 22, 2015     $5,202.36 
 
Social Media Fiends 
Basil’s is generating a serious buzz! 
If you take a photo of the Church, have something to say, or 
want to connect to events and updates, find us on: 
Facebook: St Basil’s Church, Toronto 
Twitter: @StBasil_TO 
Instagram: @BasilsToronto 
See you online! 

 

 
March 1st – 7th 
2nd Sunday of Lent 
  9:00 – Go Tiem Siem +  
10:30 – Pro Populo 
12:00 – Rae, Marie & Sandra Forrester +,+,+  
  4:30 – Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Kerwin +,+   
Monday    
  7:30 – Jacques Quistwater + 
12:10 – Clare & Jim Gnecco +,+ 
  5:10 – Amalia Tartarugan + 
Tuesday 
  7:30 – Souls in Purgatory 
12:10 – Mr. Stefan & Mrs. Anna Papez +,+ 
  5:10 – Don LeSage + 
Wednesday 
  7:30 – Thalheimer family 
12:10 – Mike and Frank Gregoire +,+ 
  4:00 – Televised Daily Mass 
  5:10 – Televised Daily Mass 
Thursday 
  7:30 – Stefania Solodko + 
12:10 – Michael Corridan + 
  4:00 – Televised Daily Mass 
  5:10 – Televised Daily Mass  
Friday  
  7:30 – Ronnie Schneider + 
12:10 – For Vocations 
  4:00 – Televised Daily Mass 
  5:10 – Televised Daily Mass 
Saturday  
  5:00 – Anne Gregoire + 
  
PRAY FOR THE SICK, especially, Mary O’Brien, Sharon 
Han, Doris Marcon, Ancoreta Amigleo, Don Alvaro, Rita 
Moran, Rev. Kenneth Decker CSB, Clare DeMello, Edna 
Fernandez, Kenneth Heath and  Marina Kazakis. 
 
PRAY FOR THE DECEASED.  
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50 St. Joseph Street, Toronto  M5S 1J4
www.stbasiltoronto.org * 416-926-7110

Office Hours: Mon-Fri (9:00 am - 1:00 pm; 2:00 pm - 8:30 pm)
Sat-Sun (9:00 am - 6:30 pm)

ST. MICHAEL'S COLLEGE SCHOOL

Ontario's only independent, Catholic school
for young men, grades 7-12.

www.stmichaelscollegeschool.com

CONFESSIONS
 Mon-Fri: 11:30 am - 12:00 pm

 Sat: 4:15 pm - 4:45 pm

E T H I C S  M E N T O R I N G
Working with leaders and executives one-on-one

to navigate strategy with responsibility.

John Dalla Costa | Centre for Ethical Orientation

jdallacosta@ceo-ethics.com | 416-323-0989

2 College St., Suite 210   www.yongecollege.com
647-748-EYES (3937)   416-922-4870

Dr. Anidjar & Associates
OPTOMETRY

All day breakfast •Daily baked pastries
Unique cakes & desserts

35 Saint Joseph St.

416-901-1460

We do catering

Pain? Health Problems?
We can Help!

back • neck • headache • arms
legs • weight loss • stress • energy

FREE CONSULTATIONS

David Koivuranta
Chiropractic

19 Yorkville Ave., Suite 200

416-960-9355
www.facebook.com/dkchiro

located in Vitko Chiropractic Clinic

DAVIDKOIVURANTA
C h i r o p r a c t i c

HANGING

LOCAL
LOCAL
LOCAL

SPOT

BaywellDentalCentre
Dr. Jeanie Luong & Associates

"Committed to delivering excellence as a family dentist."

1033 Bay St. #217   Call us 416.961.6630

www.baywelldental.com

Mon & Thurs - 8:30am-7pm  Sat - 9am-2pm

Tues & Wed - 8:30am-5pm

V O C E S 8
Eight young vocalists.

One perfect,
resonating sound.

eventide

Looking for a cost effective way
to advertise your business?

CA
LL

 T
O

D
A

Y

905-624-4422

THIS SPACE IS

AVAILABLE
ST. MICHAEL'S COLLEGE SCHOOL
Under the direction of the Basilian Fathers

The Leader in Catholic Boys' Education
Grades 7-12

www.stmichaelscollegeschool.com

Donny Greco
Sales Representative / Fellow Parishioner

Office: 416-690-5100

Cell: 416-909-4500
donny@donnygreco.com

"You found a home in the parish, now find a home with me"

"A generous donation will be made to parish for referrals"

University ofUniversity of
St Michael's CollegeSt Michael's College

Perfect for Meetings, Banquets &
Receptions for any celebration.

Next to St. Basil's Church
www.dineoncampus.ca/stmikeswww.dineoncampus.ca/stmikes

Call 416.926.7141Call 416.926.7141

www.catholic-cemeteries.com
Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Home  905-889-7467

Mount Hope Cemetery  416-483-4944

Our Funeral Home is Now Open at Holy Cross Cemetery

345 Sherbourne St. 416-964-1599
www.rekaicentre.com

Providing the Best
Care for Seniors
in any language.

Help us Help
- Volunteer

50 St. Joseph Street, Toronto  M5S 1J4      www.stbasiltoronto.org         416-926-7110

Office Hours: Mon-Fri (9:00 am; 1:00 pm; 2:00 pm - 8:30 pm)      Sat-Sun (9:00 am - 6:30 pm)

PARISH STAFF
Pastor: Fr. Chris Valka, CSB

Director of Music: John Paul (J.P.) Farahat        Assistant Organist: Rashaan Allwood
Office Manager: Mary Hopper         Social & Community Coordinator: Leanna Cappiello

Sacramental Coordinator: Emily VanBerkum

ADMINISTERED BY THE BASILIAN FATHERS

ST. BASIL’S CATHOLIC PARISH
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ST. MICHAEL’S COLLEGE

Contact your parish 

416.934.3411 or 1.800.263.2595
 /ShareLifeCan     @ ShareLifeCan
 www.workingwonders.ca www.sharelife.org

“Thank You, 

ShareLife 

for helping 

us provide 

compassionate 

care and 

religious 

education for 

our students.” 
Congregation of the 

Carmelite Sisters at  
Our Lady of Carmel  
Diocese of Novaliches, 

Philippines. 

2015 Parish Campaign

Sunday, March 1

is ShareLife Sunday

Pastoral Mission Fund — A ShareLife supported agency — provides 

funding for evangelical projects across the world. In Quezon City, the 

Carmelite Sisters provide religious education and food for over 200 

students on a weekly basis.

You can work wonders!
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