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St. Leo The Great
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

130 Watford Street, Brooklin, ON L1M 1H2
905.655.3286 • Fax: 905.655.4519

www.stleothegreat.ca • e-mail: st.leos@bellnet.ca

Pastor: Rev. Charles T. Forget
Parish Secretary: Magda Nowak

905-655-3286  x 101

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday to Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Closed for Lunch from 12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m.
Friday Office Closed.

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE:
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 8:30 a.m.

Wednesday 6:00 p.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament - Mass: 7:00 p.m.
Rosary prayed 20 minutes before weekday masses.

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE:
Saturday 5:00 p.m. Youth Mass

Sunday 9:00 a.m. (with Children's Liturgy JK, SK, Grade 1 & 2) & 11:00 a.m.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturdays 4:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. or anytime by appointment.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:
Please download the Baptism Information Kit and Registration Form from

the parish website, www.stleothegreat.ca

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:
The Archdiocese of Toronto requires that you contact your parish priest at least one year
in advance of the planned date of your wedding and that you participate in a marriage

preparation course. Please call the Parish Office.

PARISH REGISTRATION:
All families attending St. Leo's are requested to register with the parish.

Registration forms are available in the vestibule of the church.

Do it for your home do it for
the health of your family.

For a FREE No Obligation
phone estimate, call:

905-655-1099
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DISCOUNT

42 Baldwin Street
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Serving our Community
with Compassion

Melissa Barnes Funeral Director
Richard Barnes Managing Director

Family owned and operated since 1863

905.655.3662
5295 Thickson Rd. N., Whitby
(one minute North of Taunton on Thickson)
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Alan Hogan  905.655.8556

Accounting
Bookkeeping

Personal &
Corporate Taxes

62 Winchester Rd. E.

Funeral Director – Michael Lodge

W.C. Town Funeral Chapel
110 Dundas St. E., Whitby  (905) 668-3410

LOCAL HOSPITALS AND EMERGENCY PASTORAL VISITATION
If you or someone in your family is in the Oshawa, Whitby or Port Perry Hospitals and would like to have a priest 
(for serious reasons) visit the person who is sick for Anointing of the Sick, Last Rites, Confession or Communion, 
please note that there is a full-time Catholic Priest assigned to these three hospitals at various times of the week. 
Simply ask hospital staff to inquire as to whether Father Pius Alejo is present in the hospital (or when he will be). If 
Father Pius Alejo is not available and there is an emergency requiring a Catholic priest, please call St. Leo the Great 
Parish at 905-655-3286 and when prompted, press "8" and leave your message. Fr. Charles will receive your message 
(if he is available) and return your call. If there is no emergency but you would like to speak to Fr. Charles, please call 
the parish office and leave a message with the parish secretary at 905-655-3286 x 101.
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HE IS RISEN! The Reality 
Fulton Sheen said that the empty tomb was “the worlds’ 
most serious wound”.  I remember when I visited the Holy 
Land with members of the choir from St. Patrick’s in 
Markham about ten years ago. I had never been to the Holy 
Land before and I wanted to make sure that I wasn’t seeing 
the holy sites as would a mere tourist, lunching and 
travelling and seeing all of the prime stops visited as just 
another church, ruin or pile of rocks.  On the day we visited 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre I saw how large the 
building itself was and there were many hallways with 

mosaics and sacred 
paintings that led to 
the Tomb of Jesus.  I 
waited in line with the 
others of our tour 
group for our turn to 
go inside and view 
the final place where 
Jesus’ body was 
placed, the fourteenth 
and final station of 
the Cross.  Because 

the doorway leading into the tomb is low and narrow, only a 
few people may go into the small room inside at the same 
time.  I and two others went in and… quite frankly found the 
whole thing to be quite disappointing.  I never shared my 
sense with the others since I was a priest and what would 
they think if the priest on the tour found one of the holiest 
places in all of Israel to be…. anticlimactic?  
On the bus and later that evening when I was back in my 
hotel room I kept thinking about why I didn’t feel something 
or anything when I went into the empty tomb of Jesus?  
What was I expecting to feel or think or sense?  And then it 
suddenly came to me – what I was feeling (or not feeling) 
was the whole reality of the Holy Sepulchre.  The tomb was 
empty!  Jesus is not dead nor is He alive and residing in 
empty tombs and the historical places in the Holy Land to 
greet visitors and tourists with a nice emotion.  He is alive 
and has been these two millennia since He rose from the 
death that humans had laid on Him through torture, 
humiliation, scourging and crucifixion.  He is present to the 
pilgrim who searches for Jesus, not only in holy sites in holy 
places but wherever they are, wherever they live and 
especially in the situations of life through which they seek 
Him.  He IS present when we come together in His name, 
most especially at Mass when He comes under the 
appearance of bread and wine in His own Body and Blood. 
 

WE ARE MEANT TO EXPERIENCE JESUS 
For some or perhaps even many who are Christians the 
reality of this world is that religion is something we humans 
do on our part to create a structure for our belief in God.  
We haven’t experienced nor do we think we are meant to 
experience the real presence of God in this world.  Our 
faith, in this sense, is our belief in the God we hope to see 
in the life that will follow this one.  Frankly, nothing could be 
farther from the truth.  We are meant to experience Jesus in 
this life.  We are meant to feel His presence particularly at 

times when we are not hyped up emotionally.  God so often 
comes to us and will come to us in the quiet, when and 
often where we least expect to find Him.  Like the time in 
grade one when I blurted out to my classmates and Sr. 
Mary Jacqueline that “I would like to be a priest” when I 
grew up.  Unbeknownst to my teacher or the others in the 
room, those words I had just said led to to a most awesome 
experience: my heart began to pound in my chest as if I’d 
just been running and I had this wonderful sensation as 
though I was being filled with cotton candy!  That, I know, 
was a beautiful, personal experience of the Living God who 
by the prompting of the Holy Spirit was saying to me, this 
little six-year-old boy in St. John the Evangelist school in 
Whitby, that the words I had so innocently just uttered were 
God’s will for me.  Of course, in grade one I couldn’t nor 
was I meant to understand the full impact of what this would 
mean for my life.  That would unfold in the months and 
years to come, especially when I sought to go my own way. 
 

I have always had 
a strong sense 
that what we see 
with our eyes and 
hear with our ears 
is only a small 
part of what really 
is taking place 
when we 
celebrate the 
Mass.  We see 
one another, the 
actions of altar 
servers and 
ushers, the sound 
of the choir and 
music ministry 
and the words 
and actions of the 
priest.  And since 
they are the same 
each week we 
may be led to  
assume that this 
is the same 

normal act of ‘going to Mass’ we experience each week.  
The saints tell us, however, that the angels explode in 
movement and the praise of Jesus when the consecration 
takes place at Mass.  The sound of their praise is almost 
deafening in its beauty and power for the Real Presence of 
Jesus to come in the midst of His people gathered in His 
name, doing that very thing He instructed them to do the 
night before He died: “Do this in memory of me”.   
 

For 2000 years now the Church has been doing that very 
thing – being faithful to not the suggestion but the command 
of the Lord Himself that we should present ourselves to the 
spiritual gifts He desires to give us.  We might even be 
tempted to think that it is really no big deal if we miss Mass. 
 However, if we ‘miss’ Mass we are the ones who have 
been outdone by our own inaction for we have ‘missed’ by 
our own choice the meeting of mere man with the 
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transcendent reality of being in the presence of the 
Sovereign God of the Universe. 
A week ago Saturday I had the opportunity to go and see 
the documentary film about Medjugorge entitled “Apparition 
Hill”.  The documentary followed several individuals who 
had responded to an invitation to go to the place where it is 
believed apparitions of the Blessed Mother have occurred 
for the past thirty-five years.  People had been asked to 
submit a video of themselves explaining why they thought 
they should win the trip to this place of pilgrimage.  Though 
the apparitions themselves have not been official approved 
by the Church, people are free to go there and to reap the 
benefits of prayer, confession, Mass and devotion.   
At the conclusion of the receiving of the many hundreds of 
videos sent in seven complete strangers were chosen to go 
to this small town in Bosnia-Herzegovina: two atheists, one 
believer, a mother of four struggling with cancer, a man 
from Nova Scotia with ALS, a struggling addict and a 
woman questioning her faith.  The beautiful documentary 
follows them from their leaving home and arrival at 
Medjugorge to their day-to-day experience of this place of 
pilgrimage.  One of the several parts of the movie was the 
witness of a highly qualified medical doctor who related in 
the movie how she was asked to go to Medjugorge and 
observe the children (at the time the apparitions began) to 
see if they were legitimate or if she thought the whole thing 
was a hoax.  What was remarkable to me about her story 
was not what she saw but what she didn’t see that impacted 
her and made her no longer a skeptic but a believer in the 
apparitions.                                                                              

The doctor related how she 
got permission to ask one of 
the seers, Marjana, whether 
she could touch the Blessed 
Mother when she next 
appeared. Marjana said she 
would ask Our Lady and 
Mary gave her permission.  
The doctor asked the seer 
where she should extend her 
hand in order to touch the 
Mother of God, and the seer 
indicated right directly in front 
of her.  When the doctor 
extended her hand outward 
she suddenly was confronted 
with a great spiritual 
absense.  It was as if the 
reality of the holy presence 
she could not see had simply 
yet profoundly removed 
herself from the doctor.  The 
doctor related that she was 
left with a great sense of 
“Who did I think I was that I 
could demand such a thing, 

that I should touch the Blessed Mother?”  She felt her 
nothingness in the presence of that which was so beyond 
her and this world.  That, I believe, is the Real Presence of 
the invisible God we are meant to must come to know. (FrC) 

 
 

Tue, Apr 18  8:30 a.m.  Robert St. Denis 
Wed, Apr 19  7:00  p.m.  Confirmation 
Thu, Apr 20  8:30 a.m.  Int of Margaret Forget 
Fri, Apr 21  8:30 a.m.  Valerie Hotner + 
Sat, Apr 22  5:00 p.m.  Maria & Attilio Tuzi 
Sun, Apr 23  9:00 a.m.  Frank Mihelcic + 
  11:00 a.m.  Divina Ziccarelli +  
  1:00 p.m.  First Communion 

 
Many persons love you, 
Many people like you, 
But ther is only one 

Who DIED for you…That is  

JESUS CHRIST 
Wishing you a Blessed Easter! 

The Parish Staff 

 
 

LEO’S LUNCH 
Please save  the date  ‐ Monday, April 24 at 12:30. Tickets 
just  $15 per person,  available by  calling  905‐620‐0724 or 
dshaddick@sympatico.ca Why  not  invite  a  friend  to  join 
you! 
 

12 HOURS OF PRAYER FOR PALLIATIVE CARE 
 

The  CWL  of  Canada  calls  all  people  of  faith  to  join 
nationwide  in  12  hours  of  Prayer  for  Palliative  Care  on 
May  4,  2017  as  a  profound  witness  to  the  sanctity  of 
human  life.  All parishioners, family and friends are  invited 
to  join  St.  Leo's  Parish  in  prayer  and  solidarity any  time 
between 8:30 a.m. and 8:30 p.m. at the church.   For more 
information, please contact Cathy Duncan 905‐430‐1075 or 
Peter  Hupka  905‐666‐5610.  Those  unable  to  attend  are 
encouraged  to  join  in  prayerful  support.   A  detailed 
schedule for the day will follow at the end of April. 

 
 

VOCATION SEEDS 
“He has been raised from the dead!” Through our baptism 
He calls us to proclaim new life to the world. Pray for those 
who herald the Good News as priests, deacons, brothers or 
sisters.  
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who herald the Good News as priests, deacons, brothers or 
sisters.  
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St. Leo The Great
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

130 Watford Street, Brooklin, ON L1M 1H2
905.655.3286 • Fax: 905.655.4519

www.stleothegreat.ca • e-mail: st.leos@bellnet.ca

Pastor: Rev. Charles T. Forget
Parish Secretary: Magda Nowak

905-655-3286  x 101

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday to Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Closed for Lunch from 12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m.
Friday Office Closed.

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE:
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 8:30 a.m.

Wednesday 6:00 p.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament - Mass: 7:00 p.m.
Rosary prayed 20 minutes before weekday masses.

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE:
Saturday 5:00 p.m. Youth Mass

Sunday 9:00 a.m. (with Children's Liturgy JK, SK, Grade 1 & 2) & 11:00 a.m.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturdays 4:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. or anytime by appointment.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:
Please download the Baptism Information Kit and Registration Form from

the parish website, www.stleothegreat.ca

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:
The Archdiocese of Toronto requires that you contact your parish priest at least one year
in advance of the planned date of your wedding and that you participate in a marriage

preparation course. Please call the Parish Office.

PARISH REGISTRATION:
All families attending St. Leo's are requested to register with the parish.

Registration forms are available in the vestibule of the church.

Do it for your home do it for
the health of your family.

For a FREE No Obligation
phone estimate, call:

905-655-1099

OSHAWA
F U N E R A L

H O M E

TOYOTA Co.
SALES � PARTS � SERVICE

David
Marshall

Sales &
Leasing

1025 Dundas Street West
1-866-386-4792

david.marshall@whitby.toyota.ca

Baldwin
Animal

Hospital
Daniel Baturensky, DVM

4160 Baldwin St. S. Unit 13, Whitby
P 905-655-CATS  905-655-BARK

Brooklin
Dental Centre

Dr. Austin Saldanha
Parishioner

INVISALIGN/Preferred Provider
The Clear Alternative to Braces,

SENIORS
DISCOUNT

42 Baldwin Street
905-655-3385

brooklindentalcentre.com

Serving our Community
with Compassion

Melissa Barnes Funeral Director
Richard Barnes Managing Director

Family owned and operated since 1863

905.655.3662
5295 Thickson Rd. N., Whitby
(one minute North of Taunton on Thickson)

BARNES MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME

Remember...
Let our advertisers
know you saw
their ad here.

Alan Hogan  905.655.8556

Accounting
Bookkeeping

Personal &
Corporate Taxes

62 Winchester Rd. E.

Funeral Director – Michael Lodge

W.C. Town Funeral Chapel
110 Dundas St. E., Whitby  (905) 668-3410

LOCAL HOSPITALS AND EMERGENCY PASTORAL VISITATION
If you or someone in your family is in the Oshawa, Whitby or Port Perry Hospitals and would like to have a priest 
(for serious reasons) visit the person who is sick for Anointing of the Sick, Last Rites, Confession or Communion, 
please note that there is a full-time Catholic Priest assigned to these three hospitals at various times of the week. 
Simply ask hospital staff to inquire as to whether Father Pius Alejo is present in the hospital (or when he will be). If 
Father Pius Alejo is not available and there is an emergency requiring a Catholic priest, please call St. Leo the Great 
Parish at 905-655-3286 and when prompted, press "8" and leave your message. Fr. Charles will receive your message 
(if he is available) and return your call. If there is no emergency but you would like to speak to Fr. Charles, please call 
the parish office and leave a message with the parish secretary at 905-655-3286 x 101.

SPOT

Adrienne Irvine
Tel:  905-999-5418

1289 Keith Ross Drive, Oshawa
ON L1H 7K4     Tel:  905-440-3595
info@destefanofuneralhomes.ca
www.destefanofuneralhomes.ca

82 Centre St. N.  905-432-2882

The Cherub's Cupboard
Catholic Books & Gifts

for all occasions
Religious Articles

www.cherubscupboard.com

BALDWIN
STREET
BURGER

FARM FRESH - HANDMADE

53A Baldwin St., Brooklin
www.baldwinstreetburger.com

905-425-3222

www.catholic-cemeteries.com
Resurrection Cemetery

905-668-8912
Our Funeral Home is Now Open at Holy Cross Cemetery

SCHOOLHOUSE
PLAYCARE CENTRES
We have toddler & preschool

programs in your neighbourhood.
For information call

905-728-7740 x 1 or visit
www.schoolhouseplaycare.ca

Eat
Shop

Spend
and Enjoy

LOCAL

St. Leo the Great CWL

All Are Welcome

Donna Shaddick, President
905-620-0724

Jackie McVeigh
905-493-4677

Shop LOCAL • Spend LOCAL
Eat LOCAL • Enjoy LOCAL

POWERS FOSTER HOMES

23 Kimberly Drive    -    905-425-8167

Loving Foster Care since 1987
BECOME A FOSTER PARENT

If you have a love for children, an extra bedroom and
prefer to work from home call Margaret Powers

FRANK REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE

Mary-Louise LaBarre
Sales Representative

Cel  905.718.6367
Bus  905.666.1333

1.866.273.1333
mlabarre@sympatico.ca

 416-300-8680
michael.mullin@kofc.org

Assistant General Agent
Michael Mullin, FIC

Life Insurance • Disability Insurance • Long-Term Care Insurance • RRSP/RIFF/TFSAs

St. Leo's
Knights of Columbus
Get involved. Inquire now!

Larry Hallihan      905 620 0351
Allen Frank           905 655 4212

31 Baldwin St. S.
905-655-8046

www.xpressionthesalon.ca

Medical Centre                       Pharmacy
"Your well-being is our goal"

Every Day Senior Discount. Free Delivery
Conveniently located beside Brooklin Medical Centre
905-655-4242   5959 Anderson St. at Winchester

QVN NAILS
Manicures, pedicures & Waxing

Specializing in Ingrown & Diabetic Nails
100B Lupin Dr. Whitby       Linh   416-882-9153

ASSOCIATESSSOCIATES I IN OPTOMETRYPTOMETRY

Dr. Pamela Schmitz
Dr. Linda Sujo

Dr. Pamela Andrews
Dr. Ketharini Sivasegaran

Brooklin Vision Care
6 Roebuck St.
289-240-5510

www.brooklinvision.ca
Whitby Vision Care
736 Dundas St. W.

905-666-4848
www.whitbyvision.ca

15% off with ad
31 Baldwin St.

905.655.6116

THE PERFECT

 TO
ADVERTISE

SPOTSPOT

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE
PLEASE CALL

1-800-268-2637

pression
the salon

Brooklin

Optometric

Centre

905.655.6200
www.brooklineyecare.ca

38 Baldwin St.  905-655-3100
CorradosRestaurant.com

53 Baldwin Street   905-655-5699

www.BrooklinPaint.com

Brooklin

Paint

16 Winchester Road East

Come in for our weekend specials

St. Leo The Great
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
130 Watford Street, Brooklin, ON L1M 1H2

905.655.3286 • Fax: 905.655.4519
www.stleothegreat.ca • e-mail: st.leos@bellnet.ca

Pastor: Rev. Charles T. Forget
Parish Secretary: Magda Nowak   905-655-3286  x 101




