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St. Leo The Great
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

130 Watford Street, Brooklin, ON L1M 1H2
905.655.3286 • Fax: 905.655.4519

www.stleothegreat.ca • e-mail: office@stleothegreat.ca

Pastor: Father Mounir El-Rassi

Parish Secretary: Magda Nowak   905-655-3286  ext. 1001

OFFICE HOURS:
Tuesday & Thursday 8 am to 12 noon and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Monday, Wednesday & Friday by appointment only.

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday at 8:30 a.m.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament – Friday 7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. (followed by 8:30 a.m. Mass)

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE:
Saturday 4:30 p.m. Youth Mass

Sunday 9:00 a.m. (with Children's Liturgy JK, SK, Grade 1 & 2) & 11:00 a.m.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturdays 3:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. or anytime by appointment.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:
Please download the Baptism Information Kit and Registration Form from

the parish website, www.stleothegreat.ca

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:
The Archdiocese of Toronto requires that you contact your parish priest at least one year
in advance of the planned date of your wedding and that you participate in a marriage

preparation course. Please call the Parish Office.

PARISH REGISTRATION:
All families attending St. Leo's are requested to register with the parish.

Registration forms are available in the vestibule of the church.
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LOCAL HOSPITALS AND EMERGENCY PASTORAL VISITATION
If you or someone in your family is in the Oshawa, Whitby or Port Perry Hospitals and would like to have a priest 
(for serious reasons) visit the person who is sick for Anointing of the Sick, Last Rites, Confession or Communion, 
please note that there is a full-time Catholic Priest assigned to these three hospitals at various times of the week. 
Simply ask hospital staff to inquire as to whether Hospital Chaplain is present in the hospital (or when he will be). If 
the Hospital Chaplain is not available and there is an emergency requiring a Catholic priest, please call St. Leo the 
Great Parish at 905-655-3286 and when prompted, press "8" and leave your message. Fr. Mounir will receive your 
message (if he is available) and return your call. If there is no emergency but you would like to speak to Fr. Mounir, 
please call the parish office and leave a message with the parish secretary at 905-655-3286 ext. 1001.
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  FOURTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
     

Eucharistic Adoration 
Starting Friday, January 28 a slight change will take 
place  to  our  Eucharistic  adoration.  In  order  to 
attract a larger number of people for adoration, and 
as a  trial, adoration will  take place  after  the Mass 
not before the Mass. From 9 am to  12 noon. If you 
able  to  commit  to  half  hour,  or  an  hour  every 
Friday,  let one of  the ushers  know, please provide 
your name and phone number. Otherwise, you may 
freely visit between these 3 hours. If this turns out 
successful, we can extend  the hours, also,  for  later 
on, we can add another day if need be. 

Fr. Mounir 
 
 

Why the Feast of the Presentation  
is more important than you think 

Article by Ellyn von Huben / Word on Fire 
 

“Down  with 
the  rosemary, 
and  so  Down 
with  the  bays 
and  mistletoe 
Down with  the 
holly,  ivy,  all, 

Wherewith ye dress’d the Christmas Hall” 
Ceremony upon Candlemas Eve by Robert Herrick 
There is one more sacred day that should not be lost in 
avalanche  of  the  “winter  holidays.”  February  2  –  the 
Feast of  the Presentation of  the Lord – deserves more 
attention than  just being the absolute final day for the 
Christmas  decorations.  (Not  that  I  am  above  playing 
the ‘Catholic card’ when questioned about our lingering 
tinsel) We celebrate the blessing of the candles for the 
year  –  Candlemas  –  on  February  2,  as  well  as  the 
American  secular  news/meteorological  event  of 
Groundhog Day. Groundhog Day is what is foremost in 
many minds when  February  2  is mentioned.  (Though 
this winter has been especially harsh in the U.S., so one 
can  hardly  blame  people  for  being  focused  on  an 
eventual  respite  from  the weather. Even  if said  respite 
is  predicated  on  the  actions  of  a  large  rodent  named 
Punxsutawney Phil.)  
After  celebrating  the  Nativity  of  our  Lord,  with  its 
splendor in both the Church and the popular culture, it 
would be easy for one’s mind to drift and overlook the 
significance  of  the  fortieth  day  after  the  Lord’s  birth. 
But we should  look beyond our hustling to banish the 
decorations  to  the  attic,  the  obsession  over  the  days 

remaining in this strenuous winter, and endless chatter 
about  Super  Bowl  Sunday.  Because  the  events  set  in 
motion with  the  Annunciation  and Nativity  continue 
with  the  significant  presentation  of  our  Lord  in  the 
Temple. 
Joseph and Mary’s presentation of the baby was no pro 
forma  event.  The  words  of  the  prophet  Malachi  are 
fulfilled  in  the poor parents presenting  their  firstborn 
son  along  with  their  humble  sacrifice  of  two 
turtledoves. (Now I am sending my messenger— he will 
prepare the way before me; And the lord whom you seek 
will come suddenly  to his  temple; The messenger of  the 
covenant whom you desire—see, he  is coming! says  the 
LORD of hosts. Malachi  3:1) The mother of God  –  the 
Theotokos,  in no need of  ritual purification – and her 
husband did not set themselves above the Law. 
In their conformation to the Law is God’s entrance into 
his  Temple.  Simeon  and  Anna,  pious  and  elderly, 
having  spent  their  lives  in  prayer  and waiting  in  the 
Temple for the Messiah, have their  ‘moment.” There is 
the glorious Nunc Dimittis of Simeon. (Having sung the 
Nunc  Dimittis  at  the  end  of  Lutheran  Eucharistic 
liturgies  as  a  child,  the  phrase  “light  to  lighten  the 
Gentiles” puzzled me. Were  the Gentiles  substantially 
heavier than the Jews? Newer Biblical translations often 
seem  less  poetic,  but  Simeon’s  words  retain  the 
wondrous exaltation nonetheless.)  
With Candlemas we celebrate the coming of the Light 
of  the  World.  But  a  shadow  also  passes;  a  shadow 
foretelling the suffering that will precede the victory of 
the  Light  over  darkness.  Simeon  not  only  proclaimed 
that he had seen his salvation, but also told the Mother 
of  our  Lord  that  her  share  would  include  a  sorrow 
pierced heart. In Redemptoris Mater, Pope John Paul II 
wrote  that Mary  heard  in  Simeon’s words  something 
akin to a second Annunciation, “for they tell her of the 
actual  historical  situation  in  which  the  Son  is  to 
accomplish  his mission,  namely,  in misunderstanding 
and sorrow. While this announcement on the one hand 
confirms her faith in the accomplishment of the divine 
promises of salvation, on the other hand it also reveals 
to her that she will have to live her obedience of faith in 
suffering,  at  the  side  of  the  suffering  Savior,  and  that 
her motherhood will be mysterious and sorrowful.” 
This  is where  it starts to get  ‘real’,  i.e. moving past the 
holly, tinsel, and jolly carols. The tiny child snuggled in 
the crèche a few weeks ago is now revealed to be a sign 
of  contradiction.  His  gentle  obedient mother  faces  a 
future  of  sorrow.  Simeon  asked  to  depart  in  peace. 
What  shall  we  ask  of  the  Lord  as  we  celebrate  his 
Presentation? 
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  JANUARY 30, 2022 
     

World Day for Consecrated Life 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

February 2, the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, is 
also  the  24th  World  Day  for  Consecrated  Life,  a 
commemoration  instituted by Pope St.  John Paul  II  in 
1997.  In  his  message  for  the  1st  World  Day  for 
Consecrated Life, the Pontiff explained that the day has 
three purposes:  
In the first place, it answers the intimate need to praise 
the Lord more solemnly and to thank him for the great 
gift  of  consecrated  life,  which  enriches  and  gladdens 
the  Christian  community  by  the  multiplicity  of  its 
charisms  and  by  the  edifying  fruits  of  so many  lives 
totally given to the cause of the Kingdom. 
In the second place, this day  is  intended to promote a 
knowledge of and esteem for the consecrated life by the 
entire People of God. 
The  third  reason  regards consecrated persons directly. 
They  are  invited  to  celebrate  together  solemnly  the 
marvels which  the Lord has accomplished  in  them,  to 
discover  by  a more  illumined  faith  the  rays  of  divine 
beauty spread by  the Spirit  in  their way of  life, and  to 
acquire  a  more  vivid  consciousness  of  their 
irreplaceable mission  in  the Church and  in  the world. 
Immersed  in  a  world  which  is  often  agitated  and 
distracted,  taken  up  sometimes  by  the  press  of 
responsibilities, consecrated persons also will be helped 
by  the celebration of  this annual World Day  to  return 
to  the  sources of  their vocation,  to  take  stock of  their 
own  lives,  to  confirm  the  commitment  of  their  own 
consecration. 
The World Day for Consecrated Life takes place on the 
Feast  of  the  Presentation  of  the  Lord,  St.  John  Paul 
explained,  because  “the  Presentation  of  Jesus  in  the 
Temple is an eloquent icon of the total offering of one’s 
life  for  all  those who  are  called  to  show  forth  in  the 
Church and  in  the world, by means of  the evangelical 
counsels  the  characteristic  features  of  Jesus—the 
chaste,  poor  and  obedient  one.”                                                            
catholicculture.org 

 

Saturday, January 29th                      
4:30 p.m.  † Joyce & Norman Gay   
Sunday, January 30th                      
9:00 a.m.  † Frank Mihelcic and departed loved ones 

from the Del Vecchio Family   
11:00 a.m.   † Frank Utrosa   
Tuesday, February 1st                      
8:30 a.m.  † Antonio Jose Dos Remedios 
Wednesday, February 2nd                      
8:30 a.m.  Unannounced Intention  
  Intentions of Rosevitta 
  † Douglas Wadden 
Thursday, February 3rd                      
8:30 a.m.  All Souls in Purgatory 
Friday, February 4                     
8:30 a.m.  † Martin Rego 
  † Gloria Castro 
Saturday, February 5                      
8:30 am   In apprieciation for all ministries 
4:30 p.m.  † Joyce & Norman Gay   
Sunday, February 6                     
9:00 a.m.  Deceased members of the Horvath Family 

† Vickie Tsang Hun Kit Sousa 
11:00 a.m.   † Frank Davies 

 
 
 

 

Bundle Up 
 

For the Sociaty of Saint Vincent 
de Paul. 
We are collecting your donation 

at St. Leo the Great on February 5‐ 6, 2022 
Bring your donations to the Society’s truck. 
We DO NOT ACCEPT: appliances, baby or regural 
furniture, books, mattresses, dishes, construction 
material or video tapes. For more information visit 
www.ssvptoronto.ca 
 

We are looking for a carpenter 
 

We are looking for a carpenter to complete a couple 
of projects in the church. Preferably a parishioner. 
If you know a skillful carpenter interested in a paid 
job, please let Fr. Mounir know.  
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explained,  because  “the  Presentation  of  Jesus  in  the 
Temple is an eloquent icon of the total offering of one’s 
life  for  all  those who  are  called  to  show  forth  in  the 
Church and  in  the world, by means of  the evangelical 
counsels  the  characteristic  features  of  Jesus—the 
chaste,  poor  and  obedient  one.”                                                            
catholicculture.org 

 

Saturday, January 29th                      
4:30 p.m.  † Joyce & Norman Gay   
Sunday, January 30th                      
9:00 a.m.  † Frank Mihelcic and departed loved ones 

from the Del Vecchio Family   
11:00 a.m.   † Frank Utrosa   
Tuesday, February 1st                      
8:30 a.m.  † Antonio Jose Dos Remedios 
Wednesday, February 2nd                      
8:30 a.m.  Unannounced Intention  
  Intentions of Rosevitta 
  † Douglas Wadden 
Thursday, February 3rd                      
8:30 a.m.  All Souls in Purgatory 
Friday, February 4                     
8:30 a.m.  † Martin Rego 
  † Gloria Castro 
Saturday, February 5                      
8:30 am   In apprieciation for all ministries 
4:30 p.m.  † Joyce & Norman Gay   
Sunday, February 6                     
9:00 a.m.  Deceased members of the Horvath Family 

† Vickie Tsang Hun Kit Sousa 
11:00 a.m.   † Frank Davies 

 
 
 

 

Bundle Up 
 

For the Sociaty of Saint Vincent 
de Paul. 
We are collecting your donation 

at St. Leo the Great on February 5‐ 6, 2022 
Bring your donations to the Society’s truck. 
We DO NOT ACCEPT: appliances, baby or regural 
furniture, books, mattresses, dishes, construction 
material or video tapes. For more information visit 
www.ssvptoronto.ca 
 

We are looking for a carpenter 
 

We are looking for a carpenter to complete a couple 
of projects in the church. Preferably a parishioner. 
If you know a skillful carpenter interested in a paid 
job, please let Fr. Mounir know.  
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St. Leo The Great
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

130 Watford Street, Brooklin, ON L1M 1H2
905.655.3286 • Fax: 905.655.4519

www.stleothegreat.ca • e-mail: office@stleothegreat.ca

Pastor: Father Mounir El-Rassi

Parish Secretary: Magda Nowak   905-655-3286  ext. 1001

OFFICE HOURS:
Tuesday & Thursday 8 am to 12 noon and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Monday, Wednesday & Friday by appointment only.

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday at 8:30 a.m.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament – Friday 7:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. (followed by 8:30 a.m. Mass)

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE:
Saturday 4:30 p.m. Youth Mass

Sunday 9:00 a.m. (with Children's Liturgy JK, SK, Grade 1 & 2) & 11:00 a.m.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturdays 3:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. or anytime by appointment.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:
Please download the Baptism Information Kit and Registration Form from

the parish website, www.stleothegreat.ca

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:
The Archdiocese of Toronto requires that you contact your parish priest at least one year
in advance of the planned date of your wedding and that you participate in a marriage

preparation course. Please call the Parish Office.

PARISH REGISTRATION:
All families attending St. Leo's are requested to register with the parish.

Registration forms are available in the vestibule of the church.

Do it for your home do it for
the health of your family.
For a FREE No Obligation

phone estimate, call:

905-655-1099

OSHAWA
F U N E R A L

H O M E

Baldwin
Animal

Hospital
Daniel Baturensky, DVM

4160 Baldwin St. S.
Unit 13, Whitby

P 905-655-CATS  905-655-BARK

Brooklin
Dental Centre

Dr. Austin Saldanha
Parishioner

Care for your entire family
INVISALIGN
MABUHAY

42 Baldwin Street
905-655-3385

brooklindentalcentre.com

Serving our Community with Compassion

Melissa Barnes
Funeral Director

Richard Barnes
Managing DirectorFamily owned and operated since 1863

905.655.3662

BARNES MEMORIAL

FUNERAL HOME

Remember...
Let our advertisers
know you saw
their ad here.

Accounting • Bookkeeping • Personal & Corporate Taxes

Alan Hogan  905.655.8556

Funeral Director – Michael Lodge

W.C. Town Funeral Chapel
110 Dundas St. E., Whitby905-668-3410

LOCAL HOSPITALS AND EMERGENCY PASTORAL VISITATION
If you or someone in your family is in the Oshawa, Whitby or Port Perry Hospitals and would like to have a priest 
(for serious reasons) visit the person who is sick for Anointing of the Sick, Last Rites, Confession or Communion, 
please note that there is a full-time Catholic Priest assigned to these three hospitals at various times of the week. 
Simply ask hospital staff to inquire as to whether Hospital Chaplain is present in the hospital (or when he will be). If 
the Hospital Chaplain is not available and there is an emergency requiring a Catholic priest, please call St. Leo the 
Great Parish at 905-655-3286 and when prompted, press "8" and leave your message. Fr. Mounir will receive your 
message (if he is available) and return your call. If there is no emergency but you would like to speak to Fr. Mounir, 
please call the parish office and leave a message with the parish secretary at 905-655-3286 ext. 1001.

82 Centre St. N.  905-432-2882

The Cherub's Cupboard
Catholic Books & Gifts

for all occasions
Religious Articles

www.cherubscupboard.com

Eat
Shop

Spend
and Enjoy

LOCAL

St. Leo the Great CWL

All Are Welcome

Donna Shaddick
President

905-620-0724

Shop LOCAL • Spend LOCAL
Eat LOCAL • Enjoy LOCAL

St. Leo's
Knights of Columbus
Get involved. Inquire now!

Larry Hallihan    905 620 0351
lgba2008@yahoo.ca

www.StLeoTheGreatKofc.ca

ASSOCIATES IN OPTOMETRY

15% off with ad
*NOW A MOBILE SERVICE*

Phone or text for pickup

905.655.6116

62 Winchester Rd. E.

Turn your home into a

Smart Home!

$50 donated to
St. Leo's

for every new contract.

chris@durhamsecurity.ca

Chris Leahy

D U R H A M
SECURITY

 905-556-1801

In keeping with your Catholic faith

www.catholic-cemeteries.com

Resurrection Cemetery
905-668-8912

5295 Thickson Rd. N., Whitby (one minute North of Taunton on Thickson)

QVN NAILS
Waxing/Ingrown

& Diabetic Nails care
Pre-booked appointments only

100B Lupin Dr. Whitby
Linh: 416-882-9153

SPOT

Call
1-800-268-2637

for this space

DR. PUI-YEE HO
5959 Anderson St

905-655-6200

Laura Kurucz, BSc.
Sales Representative
Coughlan Realty Ltd

"Your Local Brooklin Realtor"
Call  905.409.8889

Find me on Facebook & Instagram

SPOT

Shopping
Locally

Saves Gas

THE PERFECT TO ADVERTISESPOTSPOT
YOUR BUSINESS!

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL 1-800-268-2637

Your Wealth is Inevitable   build - maintain - retainbuild - maintain - retain

www.inevitablewealth.ca

Financial Development • Income Protection • Life Insurance - Estate Organization

Alex Sgroi PFA MBA

Wealth Advisor
416-894-7233

alexandersgroi@gmail.com




