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If you or someone in your family is in the Oshawa, Whitby or Port Perry Hospitals and would like to have a priest
(for serious reasons) visit the person who is sick for Anointing of the Sick, Last Rites, Confession or Communion,
please note that there is a full-time Catholic Priest assigned to these three hospitals at various times of the week.
Simply ask hospital staff to inquire as to whether Father Pius Alejo is present in the hospital (or when he will be). If
Father Pius Alejo is not available and there is an emergency requiring a Catholic priest, please call St. Leo the Great
Parish at 905-655-3286 and when prompted, press "8" and leave your message. Fr. Charles will receive your message
(if he is available) and return your call. If there is no emergency but you would like to speak to Fr. Charles, please call
the parish office and leave a message with the parish secretary at 905-655-3286 x 101.
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TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

COMING TO PRAYER

first His kingdom, and that includes choosing to spend time with
Him.
At first, prayer may be a joy for you, but there will be times when
it’s not; times when it will be dry, difficult, and displeasing. But I
have found that those times, even if they last for a good while,
never last forever. He allows us to experience desolation in
prayer, as long as needed, so that our faith in Him is tested
and purified; and He allows us to taste His consolations,
whenever needed, so that we will be renewed and strengthened.
And the Lord is always faithful, never allowing us to be tried
beyond our strength. So remember that, as pilgrims, we are
traveling always through spiritual mountains. If you are on a
peak, remember that a valley will come; if you are in a valley, you
will eventually come to a peak.

I have often posted bulletin articles featuring the words and
wisdom of Canadian Catholic writer Mark Mallett. A few months
ago I asked parishioners to give me questions or topics for
bulletin articles, and one that came forward was Prayer. (Fr. C.)
“I have to laugh, because I am the last person I would have ever
imagined to be speaking about prayer. Growing up, I was hyper,
constantly moving, always ready to play. I had a hard time sitting
still at Mass. And books, to me, were a waste of good playtime.
So, by the time I graduated from high school, I had probably read
less than ten books in my whole life. And while I did read my
Bible, the prospect of sitting down and praying for any length of
time was challenging, to say the least.
When I was only seven years old, I was introduced to the notion
of a “personal relationship with Jesus.” I grew up with family
prayer, with parents who deeply loved the Lord, and wove
Christianity through everything we did. But it wasn’t until I left
home that I realized how utterly weak, prone to sin, and helpless
I was to change myself. That’s when a friend of mine began to
speak about the “interior life”, the spirituality of the saints, and
this personal call from God to union with Him. I began to see that
a “personal relationship” with God was far more than going to
Mass. It required my personal time and attention to Him so that I
could learn to hear His voice and let Him love me. In a word, it
demanded that I begin to take my spiritual life seriously
and pray. For as the Catechism teaches…
…prayer is the living relationship of the children of God with
their Father… —Catechism of the Catholic Church, n. 2565
As I began to take my prayer life seriously, a new joy and peace
that I had never experienced before began to fill my heart.
Suddenly, new wisdom and understanding of the Scriptures filled
my mind; my eyes were opened to subtle evils that I had
previously glossed over. And my somewhat wild nature began to
be tamed. This is all to say that, if I have learned to
pray, anybody can pray.
God says in Deuteronomy,
I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse;
therefore choose life… (Deut 30:19)
Since the Catechism teaches that “prayer is the life of the new
heart,” then choose prayer. I say this because each day we have
to choose God, to choose Him over everything else, to seek

One day, after a period of desolation, Jesus said to St. Faustina:
My daughter, during the weeks when you neither saw Me nor
felt My presence, I was more profoundly united to you than at
times [when you experienced] ecstasy. And the faithfulness and
fragrance of your prayer have reached Me. After these words,
my soul became flooded with God’s consolation. —Divine Mercy
in My Soul, Diary, n. 1246
Keep before you the goal of prayer, it’s purpose. It’s not to “get
your prayers done”, so to speak; a race to get through your
Rosary, a mad rush to skim through your pray book, or a dash to
whip off a devotion. Rather…
…Christian prayer should go further: to the knowledge of the
love of the Lord Jesus, to union with him. —Catechism of the
Catholic Church, n. 2708
One Hail Mary prayed with the heart is more powerful than fifty
prayed without. So, if you begin to pray a Psalm, for example,
and three sentences in, you sense God’s presence, His
reassurance, or hear a word of knowledge in your heart, then
stay there in that place and linger with Him. There are times
when I’ll begin a Rosary or the Divine Office… and it’s two hours
later that I finally finish because the Lord wanted to speak to my
heart words of love in between the beads; He wanted to teach
me more than what was written on the page. And that’s okay. If
Jesus rang the doorbell and said, “Can I speak with you for a
moment,” you wouldn’t say, “Give me 15 minutes, I’m just
finishing my prayers.” No, in that moment, you have reached
your goal! And the goal, says St. Paul, is…
“…that [the Father] may grant you in accord with the
riches of his glory to be strengthened with power
through his Spirit in the inner self, and that Christ may
dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, rooted and
grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend
with all the holy ones what is the breadth and length
and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ
that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with
all the fullness of God.” (Eph 3:16‐19)
…so that your heart, like a hot air balloon, may expand to contain
more and more of God.
And so, as we said earlier in this Retreat, don’t be your own
judge of your interior progress. It is has been discovered that
tree roots grow far more in the freeze of winter than we realized.

OCTOBER 2, 2016
So too, the soul that remains rooted and grounded in prayer will
grow interiorly in ways that they may not yet perceive. Don’t be
discouraged if your prayer‐life seems stagnate. To pray is an act
of faith; to pray when you don’t feel like praying is an act of love,
and “Love never fails.” [1]
My spiritual director once said to me, “If fifty times during
prayer, you become distracted, but fifty times you turn back
to the Lord and begin to pray again, that’s fifty acts of love for
God that may be more meritorious in His eyes than a single,
undistracted prayer.” …one makes time for the Lord, with the
firm determination not to give up, no matter what trials and
dryness one may encounter. —Catechism of the Catholic
Church, n. 2710
And so, my friends, it may seem to you that the ‘balloon of your
heart” is not filling up as fast as you like. So tomorrow, we’ll talk
about more foundational principles of prayer that I am certain
will help you fly heavenward…
SUMMARY AND SCRIPTURE
The goal of prayer is knowledge of the love of Jesus and union
with Him that will come by way of perseverance and
determination.
Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you will find;
knock, and it will be opened to you…. If you then, who
are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children,
how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to those who ask Him.
(Luke 11:9, 13)

MASS INTENTIONS – OCT. 4 ‐ OCT. 9, 2016
Tues., Oct. 4 – 8:30 am – Greg Crombie+
Wed., Oct. 5 – 7:00 pm – Ernie Laton+
Thurs., Oct. 6 – 8:30 am – For the intention of Michelle Hunick
Fri., Oct. 7 – 8:30 am – Anne Morello+ Req. by Tina &
Joe Schillaci
Sat. Oct. 8 – 5:00 pm – Forgotten Souls in Purgatory+
Req. by Benedetto & Anna Marie Tuzi
Sun. Oct. 9 ‐ 9:00 am – Eugene Crouse+ Req. by The Blight Family
11:00 am – Ellen & Michael Sullivan+
Req. by the Sullivan Family

CONFIRMATION CLASS #1 IN THE PARISH HALL ON
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5 – 7 PM TO 8:30 PM.
Please pick up your pies/soup orders in the Parish
Hall this Thursday, Oct. 6 between 3 pm – 7:30 pm .
The Secular Franciscan Fraternity of St. Angela Merici,
invites you to attend their celebration of the Transitus… A
“Wake “ service to honour the life and Death of St. Francis
of Assisi…on Monday night October 3rd at 7:00 pm at St.
Gregory the Great Church, 214 Simcoe Street, Oshawa
performed by our St. Leo the Great Parish young people –
Cameron Frank, Benjamin Carruthers, Jeffrey Jaya and
Jade Jaya. Please see the brochure on the Church Bulletin
Board.

Twenty‐seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time –
October 2, 2016
“Increase our faith.” Listen for the voice of God. Are you
being called to be a priest or religious? If you think God is
calling you to be a priest, religious or deacon, contact Fr.
Chris Lemieux, Vocation Director, Archdiocese of Toronto
416‐968‐0997 – email vocations@archtoronto.org
www.vocationstoronto.ca
Learn more about living well with Dementia. Join us for
coffee and treats on Wednesday, October 5th, 2016 – 1 to
3 pm at Barnes Memorial Funeral Home, 5295 Thickson
Rd. N. Whitby. For more information contact Jill
Czuczman (905) 655‐5503.

Baby Bottle Boomerang for Rose of Durham
Bottles are to be returned by October 8/9.
PARISH FALL BAZAAR ‐ Saturday, October 15, 2016 from
9 am to 3 pm. Items may be dropped off at the parish hall
from 10 am to noon, or 1 pm to 3 pm or 6:30 pm to 8:00
pm on Monday, October 10 to Thursday, October 13. No
drop offs on Friday, October 14. We need the help of all of
us to ensure a successful event. Your help will be needed to
make donations to the tables, to work the tables and, of
course, we all shop at the Bazaar. All proceeds going to the
support of the temporal needs of the Parish.

St. Leo’s Knights of Columbus Annual Spaghetti
Dinner – Saturday, Oct. 29, 2016 in the parish hall after
the 5 pm Mass. Tickets are $15 for adults, $10 for youths
4‐12 and children under 4 are free. Please enter parish hall
from Carson Street.

CHURCH BULLETIN ADVERTISING
Liturgical Publications will be setting up the advertisements for
our church bulletin. The advertising will begin in November 2016
& supports the bulletin service. Please support the bulletin and
advertise your product or service. Call Liturgical Publications at
1‐800‐268‐2637.

CONTINUING EDUCATION CENTRE
FALL 2016 COURSE GUIDE
Copies of the Durham Catholic District School Board’s
Continuing Education 2016 Course Guide are available
once again at the back of the Church. Courses are offered
in Computers, High School Credit Courses (day/night school
and correspondence), English as a Second Language,
Literacy/Upgrading and Personal Support Worker. Classes
started September 7, 2016. Please pick up a copy of the
Course Guide in the Church vestibule.
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Adrienne Irvine

St. Leo The Great

Baldwin
Animal
Hospital

Accounting
Bookkeeping
Personal &
Corporate Taxes
62 Winchester Rd. E.

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE:
Saturday 5:00 p.m. Youth Mass
Sunday 9:00 a.m. (with Children's Liturgy JK, SK, Grade 1 & 2) & 11:00 a.m.

Funeral Director – Michael Lodge

W.C. Town Funeral Chapel
110 Dundas St. E., Whitby (905) 668-3410

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturdays 4:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. or anytime by appointment.

Remember...

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:

Let our advertisers know
you saw their ad here.

Please download the Baptism Information Kit and Registration Form from
the parish website, www.stleothegreat.ca

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:

www.catholic-cemeteries.com

The Archdiocese of Toronto requires that you contact your parish priest at least one year
in advance of the planned date of your wedding and that you participate in a marriage
preparation course. Please call the Parish Office.

Resurrection Cemetery
905-668-8912
Our Funeral Home is Now Open at Holy Cross Cemetery

The Cherub's Cupboard

Serving our Community
with Compassion

BARNES MEMORIAL
FUNERAL HOME
Family owned and operated since 1863

905.655.3662

5295 Thickson Rd. N., Whitby Melissa Barnes Funeral Director
(one minute North of Taunton on Thickson) Richard Barnes Managing Director

Shopping
Locally
Saves Gas

BALDWIN
STREET
BURGER

PARISH REGISTRATION:

Catholic Books & Gifts
for all occasions
Religious Articles
www.cherubscupboard.com

All families attending St. Leo's are requested to register with the parish.
Registration forms are available in the vestibule of the church.

82 Centre St. N. 905-432-2882

LOCAL HOSPITALS AND EMERGENCY PASTORAL VISITATION

FARM FRESH - HANDMADE

53A Baldwin St., Brooklin
www.baldwinstreetburger.com

905-425-3222

POWERS FOSTER HOMES

Loving Foster Care since 1987

BECOME A FOSTER PARENT

If you have a love for children, an extra bedroom and
prefer to work from home call Margaret Powers

23 Kimberly Drive - 905-425-8167
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TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE
PLEASE CALL 1-800-268-2637

If you or someone in your family is in the Oshawa, Whitby or Port Perry Hospitals and would like to have a priest
(for serious reasons) visit the person who is sick for Anointing of the Sick, Last Rites, Confession or Communion,
please note that there is a full-time Catholic Priest assigned to these three hospitals at various times of the week.
Simply ask hospital staff to inquire as to whether Father Pius Alejo is present in the hospital (or when he will be). If
Father Pius Alejo is not available and there is an emergency requiring a Catholic priest, please call St. Leo the Great
Parish at 905-655-3286 and when prompted, press "8" and leave your message. Fr. Charles will receive your message
(if he is available) and return your call. If there is no emergency but you would like to speak to Fr. Charles, please call
the parish office and leave a message with the parish secretary at 905-655-3286 x 101.
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Liturgical Publications

